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Sen. Dodd of Connecticut has calléd upon
the Senate internal security subcommittee
to investigate the increasingly frequent
visits of delegations of iron curtain clergy-
men to the United States. “‘It can be taken
for granted,” the senator said, “that at
least a small quota of our visitors have
been communist * secret‘polic’é agents in
‘clerical garh.”

Dodd observed that Orthodox chirclimen]

from the Soviet Union :and the satellite
nations exist and act by -the -sufferance
of communist regimes -dedicated {o athe-
ism. He said thal~if ‘the. visits were not
cdnceived by, cnmmunist authoritigs, they |R

glmes in ‘questlon )

The, senator . suggests ‘that "ore ‘piurpose
of the visits is to extend the mlluence and.
control of the’ “niother churches” in- com-
munist bloc. countries over tho Orthodex
.church organizations and. communities in
this country. ; Another objeck is to foster
sympathy and support for the ﬁo_vepm_nent.s
of the communist coun;ues '

The senator charged "that fhe Serbian
Orthodox patriarch of Belgrade had sus-
pended ' the admmlstratggs in, charge of [,
three Serbian  archdiocesés onthe” North
American continent and had as,gumed di=]
rect cont.rol Qver these ‘ar'ch_dvlqc‘eses M;,
Orthodox sYnod m Buch'axi‘és't' " Romania,
had appealéd to all’ Romanian OrthodoX
clergymen in”this country” to accept® the

authority of the “mot.hex church” in Ro-'

mania.’

Sen. Dodd acknowledges the p0551b111ty
that some g¢f the clerical visitors from
communist Europe are men of God who
are doing. theu' best to keep religion-alive

under tryih ucumstances But there, is
abundant é idefice fromi soviet defectars
and others That high ranking prelates in

the Soviet Union have been secret poli;;‘é
operatives and that the Orthodox church
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“Russia Is an appendage of thg ‘soviet
state

Patriarch Alexis of Moscow at the time
of the Korean war accused the United’
States of germ warfare, called American
soldiers savages, denounced Gen. MacAr-
thur as another Hitler, and said the United
States, not the North Korean Commumsts
commltted aggressmn

Metropthtan Nikolai' who visited the
United States in 1956 *8t"the invitation of
Dr. Eugéhe Carson Blake of the National !
Council of Churches, was identified as a|
membe'r of the soviet secret police by Yuri:
ray, a former soviet official who
sancfuary here. Peter Deriabin, a
fo{m'er'l'n'ajor general ‘of the soviet police, ;
testified before the House committee on
it Ammierican activitles that he had worked
with Nikolai in the secret police during
World War II.

‘ Patriarch Cyril of Bulgarla has served
as’'main speaker at the soviet propaganda
‘‘peace” conferences in Moscow. At the
time of the Cuban Cl‘lSlS last fall, he pro-
tested to the- United ‘Nations agamst the
United States blockade.

. Many gulhple American clerics and other
visitors to the Soviet Union have professed
to believe that freedom of religion is per-
-mitted if not encouraged. The Orthodox
church in Russia was hurrledly reestab-
hshed during, World War I by Stahn in
order to énlist its aid in marshalmg ‘the
support of a repressed people in defense
of his tyrannous regime. After the end of

foun

.| the war the chuirch was again discouraged,

but for show purposes a few churches of
cohhimé services In Moscow and a few
other cities. _
The faith of the worshipers in commu-
nist countries is undoubtedly genuine, but’
Sen. Dodd is probably correct when he
speculates about the motives of certain

' shepherds of the flock.




